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Welcome  
 

Welcome to the latest edition of The Oz Vincent Review.  This month’s front cover features  
 

If you have received this copy of OVR indirectly from another reader you can easily have 
your very own future editions delivered directly to your personal email inbox; simply 
click on this link   to register for your free subscription. 
 
Remember, to access the complete OVR archive from any device, simply go to    

https://goo.gl/jZkiFb 

 
Melbourne, Australia. 
Email:  OVR@optusnet.com.au   
 
 

 

 

Letters To The Editor 
 

Hi Martyn,  You may be interested in this?  In March 2018, ultimatemotorcycling.com, listed the 
10 most valuable motorcycles. You will note that they are all Vincents and Broughs!  Amounts 
are in US$. 

1. 1951 Vincent Black Lightning – $929,000 

2. The ex-Hubert Chantrey, 1932 Brough Superior 800cc Model BS4 Project – 
$458,197 

3. 1929 Brough Superior 968cc SS100 – $434,866 

4. Rare ‘one-of-one’ Black Shadow variant in Chinese Red – 1951 Vincent White 
Shadow – $421,351 

5. 1939 Vincent-HRD 998cc Series-A Rapide – $380,888 

6. 1939 Vincent-HRD 998cc Rapide Series-A Project – $373,157 

7. 1927 Brough Superior 981cc SS100 Alpine Grand Sport Project – $357,695 

8. The ex-George Brough, London-Edinburgh Trial – 1939 Brough Superior 990cc 
SS100 – $349,964 

9. The ex-Murray Motorcycle Museum, 1934 Brough Superior 996cc SS100 – 
$334,502 

10. 1926 Brough Superior 981cc SS100 Alpine Grand Sport Project – $326,771 

Regards, Thomo, USA 

 

  

http://eepurl.com/cid4WD
https://goo.gl/jZkiFb
mailto:OVR@optusnet.com.au


Black Lightning: the most expensive 
motorbike sold at auction – and how it feels 
to be the winning bidder 
The most valuable motorcycle ever sold at auction, a 1951 Vincent 998cc Black Lightning, 
changed hands for US$929,000 at the Bonhams Las Vegas sale in January 2018.   Only 30 
Black Lightning models were built at Vincent’s Stevenage factory, making this one of the rarest 

bikes in the world, but this lot was particularly special – it broke the Australian speed record in 
the hands of Jack Ehret in 1953. 

After reaching 141.5mph on an empty stretch of road in New South Wales that year, Ehret 
continued to compete with the bike around Australia.  Indeed, their final race together - man 
and machine - was in 1993.  Since then, the bike has spent time in storage and in international 
ownership before being re-commissioned and sold earlier this year. 

 
Jack Ehret in 1952 

 

In a rare interview, Poppy McKenzie Smith speaks to its new owner Peter Bender, who having 
bought the record-breaking bike in January has returned it to Australia where it made its name.  

Why motorbikes, Peter? 

I started riding bikes at a young age on our farm, and then took up trials on a 1976 Bultaco 
Sherpa T.   My first old British bike was a 1956 Matchless G3LS – a one-owner bike that was 
originally owned by an old man who lived nearby.   I bought it in the late 70s, and it was in 
pretty poor condition.   That was my first go at restoring bikes and I still have it today – it has 
since been re-restored as my first efforts weren’t quite as good as they are now... 

From then on, I really loved old British bikes in particular and accumulated a few fairly average 
ones over the next 20 or 30 years.   Some I kept, but some I sold, such as old BSA C10s and 

C11s which wouldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding.   It wasn’t until the last decade or so when 
our business of salmon farming here in Australia became profitable that I could afford to buy 
more exotic machinery such as the Black Lightning. 



 
It's not the most beautiful thing on two wheels, nor is it the best-kept, but this motorcycle remains one of 

the world's most famous    CREDIT: WILLIAM MEES  

Where did you hear about the Black Lightning? 

I had been aware of the bike for some time when it was under its second most recent ownership.   
I’d read about it in a couple of magazines, and a Black Lightning was always top of my list of 
bucket-list bikes.   For the past ten years, it was nothing but a pipe-dream and was totally out of 
my reach financially.   In the meantime, I purchased a Series A Vincent Rapide from the Black 
Lightning’s then-owner, and asked him to let me know if ever considered selling it. 

And did he? 

He assured me that he would, but apparently it slipped his mind and the guy who had the bike 
before me got in first.   I phoned him about it, and he was very upset that he had forgotten our 
conversation.   It would have cost me much less to have bought the bike from him five years ago, 

but then I wouldn’t have the world record for the 
most valuable bike at auction!   I try to see the 
positive wherever I can, and it is certainly the only 
world record that I’ll ever get. 

How did you feel when it went up for auction? 

I didn’t attend [the sale] as my wife had initially told 
me that I couldn’t buy it.   We are building a new 
house soon, and we had put money away for that 
project.   On the morning of the auction, I tried my 
luck and asked once more if I could bid – she finally 
agreed on a figure that would be my limit.   When 

the bike came up at the auction, my agreed limit 
came and went.  
 
 

I was phone bidding, and I told Andy from Bonhams 
on the telephone that I had to stop or my wife 
wouldn’t be happy.   At home, my wife then put her 
hand up which I took to mean ‘put in one more bid’ 
which I promptly did.   This went on for a couple 
more bids until eventually the hammer came down, 
and I won the bike. 



How did it feel to win? 

At that point I was in shock, I couldn’t believe that I’d bought it, nor work out why my wife had 

changed her mind.   Her sister summed it up later – she said that she is very stubborn and 
doesn’t like losing, so I guess that is how I ended up placing the winning bid!   It would have 
been wonderful to have been there in person, but had I gone off on my own, I wouldn’t have 
dared to keep bidding.   There is probably a lesson in there somewhere, but I haven’t quite 
worked it out yet. 

What made you so desperate for this bike? 

It is a bike that I had had my eye on for some time.   Vincent – along with Brough Superior – are 
the most coveted motorcycles in the world, and the Black Lightning is the pinnacle of the 
Vincent marque.   It is one of only nine matching numbers examples left in the world, and I 
believe the most original.   To top it off, it held the Australian land speed record, so this is a 
seriously special machine. 

What does its future look like? 
I haven’t quite worked that out.    It will certainly get used though; I am a big believer that these 
great machines shouldn’t get locked away never to be seen again. 

They were made to be used, and they should be.   I will take it to rallies and fire it up and take it 
for runs.   I don’t think I will strip down to my bathing suit and take it to the salt flats of 
Bonneville but you never know.   It is not exactly a user-friendly bike, so I won’t be taking it 
down to the corner shop to buy a loaf of bread, that’s for sure. 

I was disappointed when it went out of the country – I feel that it belongs here and it was great to 
bring it back.    I am very fortunate that I was in a position to do that. 

This item, by Poppy McKenzie Smith, is reproduced with the generous permission of Peter Bender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bike's new owner suggests that it will continue to be ridden on occasion CREDIT: WILLIAM MEES 
 

Click Here to see a short Video about the Auction of this outstanding motorcycle  
 

https://www.facebook.com/secrethistoriesofraretreasures/videos/219685038764944/


 

Thanks to the generosity of Lou from Australia, OVR is able to bring to you in a serialised form, a 

reproduction of the Vincent H.R.D. Instruction Book for the Series A, originally published almost 80 years 

past. 

more to follow in subsequent OVR editions.  
 

 

Continued from the last edition of OVR: 



 

 



 

 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 

The serialisation of this 80 year old document will continue in subsequent OVR editions.  Ed 



Event Calendar 
2018  

August 27-31 
Australian National VOC Rally, to be held at the Maroochy River Resort in 
Queensland.  Contact kevinfowler2@bigpond.com for more info 

Sept 18 - 24 
VOC Austria Rally.  Said to be the best ever – too good to miss.  Contact Michi 

for more info schartner.m@sbg.at  
2019  

March 22 -24 VOC NZ 2019 Annual Rally @ Otago.  Email beatim@xnet.co.nz for more info 

June 3 - 19 
VOC International Rally; Belgium and Austria.  More info to follow also see 
MPH 

2020  

tba 
International Jampot Rally in Nelson, New Zealand for AJS & Matchless bikes.  
Contact nipper@nipper.net.au  

   

Maintenance Miscellanea: 
 
If All Else Fails!     While having a coffee with my 90yo friend Terence William Fulton-Kennedy 
(Wil) one morning a while back I mentioned engine corrosion. Wil said his wife had an old 
English car that needed a valve grind but he could not shift the aluminium head. He asked 
another old bushie mechanic friend of his what to do. He said to go to the chemist and get a 
bottle of the strongest iodine he could buy and drip it around all the head studs for about a 
week. After a week Wil said the head finally came away. Now knowing the guy next door is a 
industrial chemist I asked him if this is possible. He sent me this link to look at. WOW. Iodine 

and aluminium react together. It's called an exothermic reaction.   Click Here to be amazed    
What you would call an “if all else fails solution”! 
 
 
Super Sparks    There is a recent player in the design and 
supply of electronic ignition for Vincent and other classic bikes; 
TriSpark Ignition (www.trispark.com.au), designed and 

manufactured in Adelaide, South Australia, they make superb, 
reliable and compact ignition systems suitable for single, twin, 
triple and four cylinder motorcycles.   Their unit for V twins can 
be supplied for any “V” angle required: 50 degrees for a Vincent, 
90 degrees for Ducati and MotoGuzi; you specify what your 
motor needs and they can deliver.    
 

OVR reader and Vincent enthusiast Mike Walker has recently 
installed a TriSpark system on his Rapide.  All of the electronics 
are contained inside the compact Magneto Replacement unit 
with the ONLY external connections being one lead to the 
ignition coil and the other lead bikes battery – you read right – 
just two leads.  It’s a super neat installation as can be seen in 
the photo.  Mike tells OVR that it was very easy to install and 

set up and after a number of runs reports easy starting and 
great on road performance.  Visit the TriSpark web site for more 
information. 
 
 
COMETIC Gasket Upgrade    The ever resourceful Paul Holdsworth of the VOC’s Chicago 
section and purveyor of the superb Cometic Gasket Kits has recently upgraded the offering to 

now include a Cometic replacement for the ET186 gaskets that fit under the oil line banjo’s on 
the engine heads – 2 for Singles and 4 for twins.  The ET186 replacements may also be ordered 
from Paul separately.  Had them on my motor for the last 1,400 miles and not a sign of leakage 
.  

 

mailto:kevinfowler2@bigpond.com
mailto:schartner.m@sbg.at
mailto:beatim@xnet.co.nz
mailto:nipper@nipper.net.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKSU72-1ERc
http://www.trispark.com.au/


Myrtleford Ramble 
 
I was invited to join the Iron Indian Riders of Australia on a 3 day rally, based at Myrtleford 
Victoria, to explore the foothills of the Great Dividing Range.  Day one was the run from 

Melbourne to Myrtleford, day two a ride to Tallangatta, day three a run to Yackandandah and 
day four, return to Melbourne.  In all 800 miles.  The whole time the weather gods were smiling 
down on us – we had perfect Autumn weather – crisp cold but clear mornings that quickly 
warmed to wonderful sunny days finishing with brilliant star filled sky at night – and over the 4 
days, nary a sign of rain. 
 
Friday:  230 miles 

I rose early on Friday with the plan of taking the easy (read boring) way to Myrtleford.  I headed 
out of Melbourne on the Hume Freeway, meeting up with Peter Kime from the IIRA at Kalkallo 
then we headed off,  arriving in Benalla around 11 am for an early lunch at Hyde’s Bakery, 
known for its great coffee and food.  Then it was back on the freeway, through Glenrowan and 
then turning off onto the Snow Road, passing through Oxley, Milawa (known for its superb 
wines) then the town of Whorouly.  Upon reaching the Great Alpine Road it’s a right turn and 
just a few more miles on I arrived in Myrtleford.  On arrival I discovered I was sans mobile phone 

– possible disaster for a number of reasons. A quick explanation and wave to Peter then back on 
the bike and a swift round trip to Wangaratta 
where I picked up a cheap ‘pay as you go’ 
mobile phone. Phew!  I eventually got back to 
Myrtleford around 5 pm where I checked into 
the accommodation at the Railway Hotel.  
 
Before I go on –  a quickie about Garry Hogg, 

the ride leader for the weekend, who comes 
from Corryong.  On his arrival at the Railway on 
his resplendent Triumph, as he came to a stop 
he must have decided to use the non existent 
automatic side stand, for at zero speed, in front 
of a crowd of admiring onlookers he proceed to 
“park” his pride n joy on its side – not its side 

stand.  Result – broken indicator lens – badly 
bruised ego.  Ouch! He may have been the ride 
leader, but no one else choose to follow his lead 
in this instance!   But I digress – back to the 
story. 
 
 Just in time, was I, for a resounding dinner at the Railway were I was made very welcome by the 

IIRA President and the rest of the crew. 
 
The Railway Hotel is 2 blocks away from the main 
drag so it nice and quiet.  While somewhat old is not 
at all run down and it has clean modern motel style 
accommodation for up to 25 people plus secure off 
street parking for bikes and cars.  And the tariff of 

just A$70 per person, twin share, for dinner, bed 
and breakfast is outstanding – as are the meals 
themselves. 
 
 
Saturday:  130 miles 
On Saturday morning, after a modest breakfast at 

the hotel – fruit juice, cereal then toast, followed by 
the next course – eggs, baked beans, bacon, and 
even more toast – then all washed down with 
bottomless tea and coffee we eventually struggled 

http://www.greatalpinevalleys.com.au/pages/myrtleford/


into our riding gear and headed off passing through Kancoona, Running Creek, and Kergunyah 
and on into Tallangatta for lunch at the Tallangatta Bakery, some 60 miles away.     
 
After lunch we visited James Lamberts workshop , know as Breed Flathead Motors, in 
Tallangatta – what a setup, a professional workshop par excellence, where a good hour or so 
quickly passed. Thanks James for the refreshments.   Then it was back to Myrtleford via 
Tangambalanga, Keiwa and Staghorn Flat and around 6:30 pm a 3 course dinner at the Railway 
Hotel;  during the meal Noel Thornby an IIRA member from Inverloch (this club seems to have 

members all over Australia) made the observation “Life does not get much better than this!” and 
he was correct. After a few glasses of wine, just to ward off the cold you understand, we all 
retired for  a good nights sleep.  
 
Here are photos taken at Breed Flathead Motors: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday:  245 miles 
Sunday morning breakfast was more of the same but 
Hash Browns were added to the main course.  After 
breakfast it was again into the riding gear then, following 
the ride leader – Garry Hogg, we headed out through 
Bright then a run over the spectacular Tawonga Gap road 
to Mount Beauty township where we paused for morning 

coffee.   Strangely here we found that take away coffee 
was more expensive than in house consumption.  Eddie 
Tabon’e bike with its resplendent fuel tank attracted the 
eye of a few of the locals.   

 
 
Refreshed we headed off through Running Creek, 

Gundowing, Kergunyah, Baranduda then into 
Yackanda for lunch at the Yackanda Hotel who 
were expecting us.  Another smashing feed!  After 
lunch we headed back to Myrtleford via 
Beechworth, Tarrawingee and Everton arriving 
around 4 pm in time for a shower and rest before 
dinner, yet another belt busting 3 course affair, 

was served in the hotel dining room at 6:30 pm. 
 

http://www.breedflatheadmotors.com.au/index.html


 
Monday: 240 miles 
We woke to be greeted by dense fog but by the time we had demolished yet another scale busting 
breakfast it had burnt off revealing yet another bonza day.  We settled up our accommodation 
bills – did I tell you how reasonable it was?  It was!  Then off to Bright for an early coffee before 
heading back home to Melbourne. 
 
From Bright, in the company of Noel Tierney, it was back through Myrtleford, then Milawa 

eventually turning right into Whitfield (where there is also great coffee – but this time we did not 
stop) and on through Tolmie and into Mansfield for lunch at ‘The Produce Store’ which must be 
one of the best rural eateries in Victoria.  The road from Whitfield to Mansfield is a bike riders 
heaven, though care needs to be taken not to get over confident as some of the corners have 
changing radii.  Bit over half way between Whitfield and Mansfield is a turn off to Powers 
Lookout – its only 200 yards of the main road and is worth a look if you have the time. 

               

The view from Powers Lookout 
 
 

 
After lunch it was a leasiurly run through 
Yea, saying goodbye to Noel just before 
Yarra Glen, then on to Yarra Glen and 
Eltham before arriving back home weary 
but contented. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Vincent Cylinder Head Joints 
 
Let’s take a close look at the cylinder head joint – because if you cannot keep the combustion 
pressure in you won’t get much power out! 
 

Drawing on the thoughts of PEI it is important to be aware that with a Vincent this is a “double-
ground” construction in which simultaneous contact is made between two areas, but at different 
pressures. The design takes the form of a recess in the head which fits over a spigot on the 
barrel, spigot and recess being substantially equal depths. 
 
The two components are ground together with fine grinding paste between the spigot faces and 
coarse grinding paste between the broad outer faces. The result is to leave a minute gap between 

the broad faces when the spigot faces are in light contact; then when the head bolts are 
tightened heavy pressure is applied to the spigot faces to form a gas-tight seal while distortion is 
prevented by the broad faces coming into contact. 
 
During the grinding process the coarse paste should be continually renewed, but as the spigot 
faces approach perfection the fine paste can be gradually reduced in quantity by wiping the 
barrel spigot clean and adding a drop or 2 of light oil, after which attention the process is 



continued until the spigot and its recess acquire a 
bright smooth finish over their entire area. The 
broad faces will have a matt surface which should 
be continuous, though one or two small patches of 
indifferent contact should not be detrimental. 
 
In the final assembly jointing compound is both 
unnecessary and undesirable. Being gas-tight this 

type of joint allows for a good flow of heat from the 
underside of the exhaust valve seat to the barrel and 
so assists in keeping this region of the cylinder head 
cool. 
 
Head nut tension should be in the order of 30 to 35 
ft pounds. With head nut tension in excess of 40 ft 

lb there is a real risk of ripping the head bolts out of the cases as the motor comes up to 
operating temperature with horrendously expensive consequences!  
 
As the motor warms up the length of the aluminium barrel increases at twice the rate of the steel 
head bolts/studs thus increasing the head nut tension – so do NOT be tempted to add “just a bit 
more” to those nuts. 
 

Finally a reflection on the stresses of combustion, using regular fuel, again with thanks to PEI: 
the table makes the crankcase stresses imposed by increasing CR’s pretty clear. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 



 



 

 





 Anything But Smooth 
A contribution from Kevin Cameron, USA 

SOMEWHERE IN SCHOOL, STUDENTS sit through a brief description of how the four-stroke 

cycle works. Thus we learn (if paying attention) intake, compression, power, exhaust. Those of us 

who later become at least part-time students of the internal combustion engine are left to 

wonder what keeps the engine going through intake, compression and exhaust when power is 

delivered on only one stroke out of four. The correct answer is that the kinetic energy stored in 

the flywheel is what keeps the engine going when combustion pressure isn't actively pushing on 

the piston. 

This means that the engine cycle is like the bank account of a weekly employee. The power 

stroke is the deposit of the pay check on Friday, and that, plus what's already in the bank is the 

flywheel that keeps the groceries coming and the bills paid the rest of the week. Sometimes, as 

we all know, the energy in that flywheel can dwindle away to be pretty small. The result is the 

occasional near-stall when we have to search in jacket pockets and under sofa cushions to pay 

for the pizza delivery. 

What this means is that the actual speed of the crankshaft is at a maximum as the power stroke 

ends, and that it slows down steadily through exhaust, intake and compression until the next 

"deposit" of energy is made to kick it back up to peak again.  

Okay, that's a story about single-cylinder engines. As we 

add cylinders, crankshaft rotational speed smooths out, 

right?   Yes, it does, but at the same time we are sensibly 

reducing the engine's flywheel mass to just a bit more than 

it needs to maintain a smooth idle.   A Single naturally 

needs mighty flywheels to keep it going, but by the time we 

get to three or four cylinders, nothing like a round flywheel 

remains-just the bare crankshaft and its counterweights. 

This means that there is still a fair amount of crank speed 

variation. 

Who cares? We can see that there's a spring drive in most motorcycle clutches to smooth out 

this crank speed variation so that the gearbox doesn't have to endure a series of hammer blows 

from the cylinder firings.  Those springs or rubber elements in the clutch outer hub handle it. 

But wait, there are no such flexible elements in the cam drive. That means that crank speed 

variation will travel through the chain, belt or gears driving the cams, and that something like 

crank speed variation (minus whatever is lost in translation) will appear at the cam lobes. 

This takes us to the observations of many eminent speed men such as Rob Muzzy and the late 

Dick O'Brien of Harley that "engines top-end better with a heavy crankshaft.” When Muzzy said 

this to me in 1982 he was speaking of an inline-Four. When OB said it, he was talking about 

Harley-Davidson V-Twins. This appears to fly in the face of the other common observation that 

bikes accelerate best with the lightest possible crankshaft. It's certainly true that energy put into 

accelerating heavy flywheels would look better on the stopwatch if it were put into accelerating 

the motorcycle instead. How do we resolve this apparent contradiction? 

At the Houston NHRA drag-race national, Byron Hines told me that crank speed variation in his 

160-cubic-inch V-Twin was so great that actual valve motion was nothing like what the cam 

profiles implied. To correct this, separate and differently shaped cam lobes were required for 

each of the engine's four valves. Otherwise, valves were floating and bouncing from the sudden 



tosses they were receiving as their cams were suddenly accelerated by a cylinder's firing. As 

cylinder-head airflow specialist Kenny Auqustine likes to say, "Engines make no power when the 

valves are open,” so this unscheduled valve motion was letting the engine's power leak away.  

Old-time Harley tuners have always noticed that their engines top-end better and better as they 

add flywheel mass. This works because more flywheel mass takes the sharp edges off the crank 

speed variation, allowing the valve motion to settle a bit closer to what the cam profiles suggest it 

should be and thereby making closer to normal power rather than some lesser amount defined 

by valve float and bounce. Let the light-flywheel advocates recite their reasons; the old-timers 

knew that heavy cranks made their bikes run faster, so that's what they used. 

One V-Twin engineer recently described to me watching valve motion at high rpm under a strobe 

light. As a valve lifted off its seat, its head waggled from side-to-side as the slender stem flexed. 

As the valve approached its seat again, this waggling motion had often not yet died away, 

causing the valve to hit on edge rather than all around the seat. Seating velocity caused the stem 

to keep moving even after the head was mostly on its seat, deflecting the valve head like a 

trampoline, which then snapped back to unseat the valve for the first of a series of bounces. This 

is an extreme case, but even at the best of times, high-speed valve seating provokes one or more 

small bounces. This is "normal." 

Others describe what happens in some cases when a gear cam 

drive is substituted for a chain or belt in a race engine. Crank 

dynamics that were formerly to an extent filtered out by the 

flexibility and mass of chain or belt now come through at full 

strength-and the result is a rash of broken valve springs or other 

parts. Note that Yamaha, in its 990cc YZR-M1 MotoGP engine, 

uses a combination of chain and gear cam drive. In some other 

engines, flywheels are attached to the cams themselves in hopes 

of moderating the worst of sudden speed variations coming up 

from the crank.  So think again before you start lightening 

anything. 

All these titbits of knowledge further increase my respect for the degree of engine reliability that 

has been achieved in so many designs. How do the parts tolerate all the unscheduled banging, 

flexing and twisting?    We humans never give up, that’s how. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 



 



 



 



Buy, Swap n’ Sell 

If you have anything that you want to buy, swap or sell you can now do so, free of cost, in this section of OVR.  All you need do is send 
a email to the editor of OVR with the text of your advertisment.  OVR will NOT be providing any editorial or corrections.  Of  course OVR 
cannot accept any responsibility for anything to do with the items advertised – that’s a buyer/seller matter.  Items will be listed in 2 
consecutive editions of OVR. 

 

 

For Sale:  Modern gaskets for the Vincent. 
The gasket materials, known as ‘AFM’ is a chemically blown, compounded 
nitrile synthetic rubber, bonded to an aluminium core with temperature 

resistance of over 250o F. AFM material does not require gasket sealers or 
silicone bead. Re-torque is NOT required.) These gaskets can be used 
many times over. 
 
Post war Vincent twin gasket set  includes:ET106, PD14, ET105, 2 
each ET102, ET182/1, ET180l and 2 each ET181. US$52.46.  Also ET 
140 Clutch cover gasket available, US$14.56 

Post war Comet and Meteor kit includes (pictured): ET 106, ET180, 
ET182, ET181, PD14/1, and ET106. US$52.00 
 
Pack and post is additional 
 
All gaskets are .060”, ET106, is supplied in .032”. (gaskets are available 
in.032” & .018” thickness).  Contact Paul Holdsworth of the VOC Chicago 

section c/o phpeh@hotmail.com Located in Chicago IL USA. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

      

Service Providers 
 

The Service Providers listed have been used with a degree of satisfaction by OVR readers in the past.  Just because they are listed 
does not imply an endorsment of them by OVR.  Service providers are not charged a fee for this service nor can service providers 
themselves request that their information be included, though they may request that an entry refering to them be removed. 

 

Spares: 
 
V3 Products, Australia: (aka Neal Videan) has an extensive range of top quality Vincent Spares including 

multiplate clutches for twins, oil leak eliminator kits, socket head tappet adjusters, paper element oil 
filters and lots lots more. Ships worldwide. Email for a price list to nvidean@optusnet.com.au 
 

VOC Spares Company Ltd, UK:  Full range of Vincent Spares.  Ships Worldwide. Visit their web site for 
more information http://www.vincentspares.co.uk. 
 

Coventry Spares Ltd, USA:  Fantastic service and deep product knowledge plus extensive range of 
excelent Vincent Spares and tools.  Ships Worldwide.  See website for more information  
http://www.thevincentparts.com 

 
Conway Motors Ltd, UK:  Anti-Sumping Valves, Multi-Plate clutch conversions for Comets plus an 
extensive range of excelent Vincent Spares.  Ships Worldwide.  Email for more information  steve@conway-
motors.co.uk  

 
Fastline Spokes, based in Broadford, Victoria, can supply Australian made spokes for just about any 
bike.  Owner Bruce Lotherington manufactures spokes to order with a turn around time of less than 1 

week.  For more info see www.fastlinespokes.com.au or phone (+61) 0411 844 169 
 
Union Jack Motorcycles, Australia:  Full range of Triumph, Amal and control cable parts,  plus an 

extensive range of Vincent parts.  Ships worldwide.  More info at the website www.unionjack.com.au   
 

mailto:phpeh@hotmail.com
mailto:nvidean@optusnet.com.au
http://www.vincentspares.co.uk/
http://www.thevincentparts.com/
mailto:steve@conway-motors.co.uk
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http://www.unionjack.com.au/


Paul Goff,  UK: A massive range of electrical spares and replacements including 6 and 12V quartz Halogen 
bulbs, LED lamps, solid state voltage regulators and lots lots more.  Ships Worldwide.  PayPal accepted. 
See Paul’s website for more information www.norbsa02.freeuk.com  
 

VMS, Holland:  2x2 leading shoe brake kits for Vincents; high quality 30mm wide 4 leading shoe system.  
Email vspeet@vmsmetaal.nl for info. 
 

François Grosset, France:  Electric starter for Vincent Twin.   Electronic ignitions for Vincent Single and 
Twin supplied complete with drive gear.  Email pontricoul@gmail.com for more info. 
 

Cometic Gaskets:  Modern, reusable gasket sets for Vincent twins and singles. If you actually 
USE your Vincent you are mad not to have these.   Contact Paul Holdsworth of the VOC Chicago 
section c/o phpeh@hotmail.com Located in Chicago IL USA. 
 

Nuts n Bolts: 

Classic Fastners, Australia: Their aim is to supply obsolete and hard to obtain fasteners for your 

restoration project be it a professional or private venture.  The print catalogue, available for download, lists 
the current complete range.  Ships Worldwide.  http://www.classicfasteners.com.au/  

Precision Shims Australia:  All types of shims made to your requirements, ships worldwide.  More info at 
their web site www.precisionshims.com.au 

V3 Products (see entry under Spares above) also stocks a large range of Vincent specific nuts n bolts. 

Keables, Australia:  The original nut n bolt specialists who are able to supply just about anything with 
threads and bits to match such as taps n dies.  Recently  have relocated to 11 Braid St, West Footscray, 

Vic.  Ph 03 9321 6400. Web site www.keables.com.au   

 

 
 
 

Restoration Services: 

Steve Barnett, Australia.  Master coachbuilder and fuel tank creater who does incrediable workmanship; 

located in Harcourt, Victoria.  Ph +61 3 5474 2864, email steviemoto@hotmail.com 

Ken Phelps, Australia – Qualified aircraft engineer and builder and daily rider of  Norvins for over 30 
years, who has the skill and experience to carry out overhauls, rebuilds, general repairs and maintenance 
to Vincent HRD motorcycles.  Full machine shop facilities enabling complete engine and chassis 
rebuilds,  Painting, wiring, polishing, aluminium welding and wheel building.    Ken Phelps  Phone: 

(61+)  0351760809    E-mail:  ogrilp400@hotmail.com .  Located in Traralgon, Victoria, Australia  

Outer Cycles, Australia: Jim Browhly is a master craftsman who manufactures bespoke motorcycle 
exhaust systems for classic bikes, no job is beyond his capability, so if you do need a new system that will 
be made to your precise requirements, give Jim a call, telephone 03 9761 9217. 
 

Grant White – Motor Trimmer, Australia:   Specialising in Vintage and Classic Cars and Motorcycles. 
Located in Viewbank, Victoria.  ph 03 9458 3479  or email grantwhite11@bigpond.com    
 

Ace Classics Australia is a Torquay Vic. based Restoration business specialising only in British Classic 
and Vintage Motorcycles.   Complementing this service, they provide in-house Vapour Blasting, Electrical 
Repairs and Upgrades, Magneto and Dynamo Restoration plus Servicing and Repairs to all pre-1975 

British Motorcycles.  They are also the Australian Distributor and Stockist for Alton Generators and 
Electric Starters. Phone on 0418350350; or email alan@aceclassiscs.com.au . Their Web page is  
www.aceclassics.com.au  

 
Terry Prince Classic Motorbikes,  Australia:  Specialises in development and manufacture of high 
performance components for Vincent motor cycles.  For more information visit the web site Click Here  or 

telephone  +61 2 4568 2208 

http://www.norbsa02.freeuk.com/
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General Services : 
 

Balancing Services Australia,  Experts in the dynamic balancing of all motorcycle and automotive 
crankshafts, flywheels and the like.  43 Chifley Dr. Preston, Vic.  Contact Murray on 03 9480 4040  
http://www.balserv.com.au/  

 
Peter Scott Motorcycles,  Australia:  Top quality magneto and dynamo services, from simple repairs to 
complete restorations plus a comphrensive range of associated spares.  Provides hi-output coil rewinds 

with a 5 year warranty.  For more info contact Peter on (02) 9624 1262 or email 
qualmag@optusnet.com.au  
 

Ringwood Speedometer Service, Australia:  Experts in the repair and restoration of all motorcycle, 
automotive and marine instruments.  Smiths cronometric specialists.  Telephone (03) 9874 2260 
 
Dyson M/C Engineering, Australia:  Wheel building, Crank rebuilds, Bead blasting, Rebores & Engine 

Rebuilds and more.  Located at 12 Chris Crt., Hillside, Victoria.  Phone 0400 817 017 
 
Piu Welding, Australia: Frank Piu is a master welding engineer who works with Aluminium as well as 

steel.  No job to small.  Has been recommended by multiple OVR readers.  Phone 03 9878 2337 
 
MotorCycle Fairings, Australia:  This crew are are total professionals when it comes to painting.  Expert 

service, quick turnaround and fair prices.  http://www.melbournemotorcyclefairings.com.au/     
Ph 03 9939 3344 
 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reflection on a Tour 
A contribution from Tony Page, UK 

 
I rode into the ferry at Caen and put my bike on its side stand as instructed and next to an 
enormous BMW GS Adventure behemoth. Dwarfing my T160, the thing was massive, had two (!) 
SatNavs, a full set of expensive massive panniers and was ridden by an older guy dressed from 
head to foot in BMW branded adventure riding gear. He looked as though he was on the final leg 

of a world tour. 
 
The natural banter between fellow riders ensued and it turned out that, in his seventies, he was 

returning from his first ever bike trip 
abroad.     He'd been riding the GS 
in the UK happily for over a decade, 
but - as Peter Hammill sang - 'fueled 

by alcohol' after a night down the 
pub - he had agreed to join a group 
of friends on a trip to the South of 
France. 
 
It was heart-warming to see how 
proud he was of himself. A trip like 

his, or mine come to that, would 
seem nothing to a round-the world-
veteran, but adventure is relative to 
your own experiences. For this guy, 
a blast through France was a 
journey into the unknown.  And 
that, actually, is all it's about.  

http://www.balserv.com.au/
mailto:qualmag@optusnet.com.au
http://www.melbournemotorcyclefairings.com.au/


 

 

Vincent H.R.D. Owners Club’s 2019 International Rally 

in Belgium and Austria. 

If it’s on your bucket list are you going to join them? 

 

The First Stage of the International Rally will be held from 3rd to 9th June 2019 at Houffalize, in the 

Ardennes region of Belgium. 

The Second Stage of the International Rally will be held from 11th to 17th June 2019 at Wagrain, Austria. 

Please visit  THIS LINK  to secure your place.  

Rally Costs £70 per attendee for one stage, or £100 per attendee for both stages. 

To keep up to date on all the latest information about the 

VOC 2019 International Rally, simply visit the Vincent Owners Club's online forum website 

at www.vincentownersclub.co.uk 

 

https://bigbluebanana.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bff73ed02066f03627db5b373&id=29ff85d27b&e=2898bbb26f
https://bigbluebanana.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bff73ed02066f03627db5b373&id=211d8ff2b2&e=2898bbb26f

